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I. Don't forget the nooks and crannies. Put smaller
Christmas figurines on bookshelves. Add to the doorway gar-
land the ornaments the children made in school. Attach small
Christmas nosegays to windowsills.

. No room for a tabletop display in your dining area?
Decorate the chandelier with leafy Florida foliage and festive
bows.
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Glue crinkled gold paper around the
ornaments and use gold cord instead of
ornament hangers to attach to the tree.

10. Expecting house guests? Create a
special basket for the guest room. Fill
with soaps and body lotions, but add
holiday mugs and envelopes of hot
chocolate mix, plus a holiday ornament
for their own tree.

11. Use raffia and sheer golden ribbon
to tie greenery in the middle to create a
swag above your doorway.

12, Make a holiday screen for the fam-
ily or living room. Paint or cover with a

coordinating color, and clip on favorite
Christmas cards. Place the screen in a
corner to hide wrapping papers, ribbons
and decorations.

13. If you have a contemporary home
or one that is simply decorated, don't
overwhelm it with Christmas decor. Use
slim topiary trees on the mantel, and add
magnolia leaves for a color accent.

4. Use simple pegs to hang dried
flowers, small swag boughs, a sprinkling
of stars and lights. It will allow you to
decorate without consuming much
space.
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15. White votive candles and glass
holders can be the start of a simple yet
lovely mantel. Backed by greenery
timmed from the back yard, they can
give a lift with virtually no cost and little
time.

16. For the baby celebrating a first
Christmas, decorate a small artificial
tree, a real topiary or a fresh green
wreath with baby goodies.

|7. Don’t be afraid to mix and match
on the Christmas tree. Wonderful glass
ornaments readily combine with such
well-loved favorites as gold-sprayed
macaroni creations. Let each child
L'I'l‘l:":'l‘-"il-.' One new ornament ¢ach YCar.

18. Wrap children’s gifts with the
Sunday newspaper’s comic pages. It’s a
good way to recycle, and colorful, too.

19. Go natural for mantel decor.
Combine traditional pine cones with
seed pots, burlap ribbon, rustic candle
holders and beeswax candles,

20. Does your decor clash with the
holidays? Accent pillows covered with
holiday-inspired fabric (tied at the cor-
ners by elegant ribbons) can create an
instant festive mood,

21. Is the family growing but the din-
ing table isn’t? Move it into the garage
and rent simple round tables and chairs
that can go from the dining room into
the living room and even down the hall.

22, Try hanging Christmas stockings
on a screen or along a buffet. The new
weighted holders eliminate the need for
nails.

23. Driftwood is perfect for a cocktail-
table decoration. Add pine boughs and
simple candles.

24. Use a small orange tree as part of
your decor, complete with tiny ribbons
and bows. After the holidays, plant the
tree in your outdoor container garden.

23. Place a gardenia plant in a brass
bucket and add small twinkling lights to
the branches. This is perfect for a hall-
way enirance short on room.

26. Poinsettias, especially the more
delicate creamy ones, are ideal as accents
or fireplace “screens.”

i7. Don't forget those wall units.
Declutter them, and make them a focal
point with greenery and miniature
lights.

28. For a double entrance door, split
your wreath, with half on one side and
half on the other. When the door is
closed, the wreath comes together.

19. Make the evenings during your
holidays special with hurricane lamps
on the buffet to give a beautiful glow to
the furnishings and to the faces of
guests,



